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The definition of an AMBER status is:
AMBER - Specialist Initiation WITH Shared Care Guidelines
Prescribing initiated and stabilised by a specialist but has potential to transfer to primary care under a formal shared care agreement.
Please note the following:
1.
Specialist assessment to enable patient selection and initiation of treatment

2.
Short- or medium-term specialist monitoring of efficacy until patient is stable

3.
Short- or medium-term specialist monitoring of toxicity

4.
Infrequently used such that individual primary care prescribers are unlikely to see sufficient patients and acquire a working knowledge of the medicine, thus requiring ongoing specialist support

In addition, the recommended prescribing may be transferred to primary care under shared care agreement in line with APC recommended minimum duration of supply.

INSERT PRACTICE LETTERHEAD
Dear   
Re: [Insert patient’s name, and details]
Thank you for your request for me to accept prescribing responsibility for this patient.
In the interest of patient safety Surrey Heartlands Area Prescribing Committee (APC) has classified [Include Drug Name here] as an AMBER drug (i.e., prescribing should be initiated and stabilised by the specialist but has potential to transfer to primary care under a formal shared care agreement). For further details, please refer to the Surrey Prescribing Database (PAD)*. 
I would be happy to consider prescribing for this patient if you would provide me with a shared care agreement for this treatment. As legal responsibility for clinical care lies with the doctor who signs the prescription, I need to ensure that I am in possession of sufficient clinical information** to be confident to prescribe and it is clear where each of our responsibilities lie to ensure the patient is safely managed.
I am therefore currently unable to take clinical responsibility for prescribing this medication. Please contact the patient as soon as possible in order to provide them with the medication that you have recommended. -
Until I receive a shared care agreement with a detailed up-to-date clinic letter, and I have agreed to accept the prescribing arrangement, responsibility for providing the patient with their medication and monitoring remains with you.
Your Chief Pharmacist can provide information on arrangements for supplying this medication if needed.  

If you wish to discuss this APC decision, please contact your trust formulary pharmacist.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss any aspect of my letter in more detail and I hope to receive more information regarding this shared care agreement as soon as possible.
Yours sincerely,
*The decisions of the APC are available on the Prescribing Advisory Database (PAD) Each drug entry on the PAD has been assigned a Traffic Light Status  which is a locally agreed colour-coded guidance system on the use of medicines across the interface between primary and secondary care. It provides a framework for defining where clinical and therefore prescribing responsibility should lie.

** NHS England ‘Responsibility for prescribing between Primary & Secondary/Tertiary care’ guidance (2018) states that “when decisions are made to transfer clinical and prescribing responsibility for a patient between care settings, it is of the utmost importance that the GP feels clinically competent to prescribe the necessary medicines. It is therefore essential that a transfer involving medicines with which GPs would not normally be familiar should not take place without full local agreement, and the dissemination of sufficient, up-to-date information to individual GPs.”

